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Summary  
Students continue their exploration of wetlands by investigating the 
common needs of plants and animals, how they meet those needs 
within a wetland setting, while also exploring how plants and animals 
depend on each other. 

Materials 

 Print 1 ‘Plants & Animals Venn Diagram’ for each student  
OR create a large version of the Venn diagram on an easel pad, 
chalk, white or Smart board so students can work as a class 

 Print 1 ‘Plants & Animals’ t-chart and 1 ‘Plants & Animals Action 
Statements’ page per student (note: must be printed one-sided, 
for the ‘Action Statements’ page will be cut out by students) 
OR create a large version of the t-chart on an easel pad, chalk, 
white or Smart board so students can work as a class 

 Writing supplies for students 

 Glue sticks for students 

 Scissors for students  

Procedure 

Warm Up 

Begin by reminding students about their visit to Oak Hammock Marsh 
Interpretive Centre, briefly reviewing the day’s activities. Remind 
students of the word ‘wetland’ and ask them what they think it 
means now that they visited a wetland.  
 
The Activity 

Explain that the class will be learning more about the common needs 
of plants and animals, how plants and animals depend on each other 
to help fulfill those needs, and how they meet their needs within a 
wetland.  
 
Create a Venn Diagram on a board or easel pad OR give each student 
their own Venn Diagram. First have students identify some of the 
plants and animals they saw or learned about while at Oak Hammock 
Marsh, writing down the names of the plants and animals around the 
outside of the diagram. Have students then brainstorm some of the 
needs of these plants and animals.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

What Do You Need? 

Specific Learning Outcomes 
3-1-01: Use appropriate 
vocabulary related of their 
investigations of growth and 
changes in plants.  
3-1-12: Identify needs common 
to plants and animals, and 
contrast how they meet those 
needs. 
3-1-13: Describe ways that 
plants and animals depend on 
each other. 
3-4-09: Identify animals found in 
soil and explain their 
importance to soil quality. 

General Learning Outcomes 
3-0-1a: Ask questions that lead 
to investigations of living 
things, objects, and events in 
the local environment. 
3-0-4e: Respond respectfully to 
the ideas and actions of others, 
and recognize their ideas and 
contributions.  
3-0-4g: Verbalize questions, 
ideas, and intentions during 
classroom-learning 
experiences. 
3-0-5a: Make observations 
that are relevant to a specific 
question. 
3-0-9b: Express enjoyment 
when sharing and discussing 
science-related experiences 
from daily life. 

Vocabulary 
wetland, plant, animal, soil, 
needs, nutrients, food, water, 
shelter, space, reproduction, 
scat, pollinate, decompose, 
filtration, flooding 
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Explain that both plants and animals need food, water, shelter, and 
space while also needing to reproduce, but plants and animals fulfill 
their needs in different ways.  
 
As a class, brainstorm together how plants meet their needs, 
comparing it with how animals meet their needs. Write down the 
similarities in the middle circle, and the differences in the outside 
circles of the Venn Diagram.  
 
Next, hand out the t-table and the accompanying action statement 
page to each student OR recreate the t-chart on an easel pad or 
chalk, white, or Smart board, doing the activity as a class.  
 
If students are doing the activity individually, instruct students to cut 
out each statement on the action statement page, read each action 
statement, and then decide whether the action is something a plant 
would do or an animal, placing the cut out action statement on 
either the plant or animal side of the t-chart. Have students write in 
the space provided an example for each statement. For example, I 
help pollinate: ___Sunflower____. 
 

If the class is doing the activity together, simply read out each 
statement and have students decide where it should go on the t-
chart. Create examples together as a class.  
 
Wrap Up 

Have a brief class discussion about where students put each 
statement on their t-chart and the examples they thought of, having 
students explain their thought-process. Explain how plants and 
animals help each other survive (see teacher key). After the 
discussion, students can glue down their answers (if students did this 
activity individually).  
 
Conclude by stating that many different kinds of plants and animals 
depend on wetlands to help them fulfill their needs of food, water, 
shelter, and space, while wetlands are also an important place for 
young plants and animals to grow and develop. Wetlands are a place 
where plants and animals help each other survive, working like a 
community.  
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t 

p
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n
ts
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M
y 

sc
at

 h
e

lp
s 

p
ro

vi
d

e
 n

u
tr

ie
n

ts
 f

o
r 

se
e

d
s.

 

W
h

en
 a

n
im

a
ls

 p
o

o
p

, t
h

ei
r 

sc
a

t 
p

ro
vi

d
es

 f
er

ti
liz

er
 f

o
r 

se
ed

s 
h

el
p

in
g

 t
h

em
 

g
ro

w
. A

n
im

a
l s

ca
t 

is
 e

sp
ec

ia
lly

 h
el

p
fu

l w
h

en
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n
 a

n
im

a
l h

a
s 

in
g

es
te

d
 

se
ed
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 O

n
ce

 t
h

ey
 p

o
o

p
, t

h
e 

se
ed

s 
la

n
d

 in
 t

h
e 

sc
a

t,
 h

a
vi

n
g

 a
cc

es
s 

to
 

p
le

n
ty

 o
f 

n
u

tr
ie

n
ts

 t
h

a
t 

ar
e 

n
ee

d
ed

 f
o

r 
g

ro
w

th
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I h
e

lp
 s

p
re

ad
 s

e
e

d
s 

(t
h
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u

gh
 m

y 
sc

at
 o

r 
fu
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. 

W
h

en
 a

n
im

a
ls

 in
g

es
t 

se
ed

s 
o

r 
se

ed
s 

g
et

 c
a

u
g

h
t 

in
 t

h
ei

r 
fu

r 
(s

u
ch
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s 

B
u

rd
o

ck
 s

ee
d
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h
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 m
a

ke
 e
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el

le
n

t 
fo

rm
s 

o
f 

tr
a

n
sp

o
rt

a
ti

o
n

 f
o

r 
p

la
n

ts
, m

o
vi

n
g

 t
h

e 
se

ed
s 

to
 n

ew
 p
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ss
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le

 p
la
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s 
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w
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I h
e
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n

im
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n
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s 
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o
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n

a
te

 p
la

n
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h
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s 

th
e 

p
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n
t 

to
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 d
ev
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o
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 f
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, p
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o
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a

b
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 p
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d
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 f
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a

n
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ee

d
s.
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lp
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il,
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w
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e
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w
it
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 o
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e
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in
e

ra
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, h
e

lp
in
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to
 m

ak
e

 a
n

d
 m

ai
n

ta
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 h
e

al
th
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so

il.
 

A
n

im
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ls
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ke
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o
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 b

ee
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n
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n

d
 w

o
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a

ll 
h

el
p

 c
re

a
te
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n

d
 

m
a

in
ta

in
 h
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lt

h
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so
il.

 W
h

en
 s

o
il 

h
a

s 
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a
ce

s 
fo

r 
a

ir
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n
d

 w
a

te
r,
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 a
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a

llo
w
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a

 p
la

n
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o
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o
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W
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 d
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d
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u
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 b
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p
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g
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d
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n
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d
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n
u
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 p
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n
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, w
h
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h
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 p
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d
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n

u
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